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his sister, at the time, " I spare you many vexa-
tions, by depriving you of a slight satisfaction.
The people would be unjust to me, however well
I might fulfil the duties of my office. As to M.
de St. Florentin's place, he may live five-and-
twenty years, so that I should not be the better
for it. Kings' mistresses are hated enough on
their own account; they need not also draw upon
themselves the hatred which is directed against
ministers." M. Quesnay repeated this conversa-
tion to me.

The King had another mistress, who gave
Madame de Pompadour ^some uneasiness. She
was a woman of quality, and the wife of one of
the most assiduous courtiers.

A man in immediate attendance on the King's
person, and who had the care of his clothes,
came to me one day, and told me that, as he wasarine, when M. de Machault retired; he said tong the murderer." For                         '<**'*
